17.39 David’s Successor (1 Kings 1:1-53)

v fiCheclo i ;topirgon, inference, supposed conversation, or fact one can verify follows
Brackets [. . .] indicata remark to the teacher that should not be read atwtigdey showanswers to questions.

Visuals and Tools:
1 Pictures and other visuals found at the end of this lesson. Please give credit to the sources of pictures
T Check fHnActivitieso and AHandwor ko found bel ow
1 Felt bed; felt altar with horns

Bible Time Tips and Terms to Teach: Vocabulary words are enlarged for flashcards at the end of this lesson.
Print, cut out, and glue to card stock, or just print on colorful cardstock.

1 horns of the altarhornlike projections at the four corners of the altar of burnt offering; somiadimey
hold of them showed by this action that he was asking for emoy to be punished

Scripture: (ESV)

1 Kings1:1 Now King David was old and advanced in years. And although they covered him with clothes,
he could not get warm. 2 Therefore hissetvan sai d t o him, fALet a young Ww
king, and let her wait on the king and be in his service. Let her lie in your arms, that my lord the king may be
warm. 0 3 So they sought for a b e a uftsrad, and foyndAbishqgg w o
the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 4 The young woman was very beautiful, and she was of servic
the king and attended to him, but the king knew her not.

5 Now Adonijah the son of wHddgibteh kda xnal.toe A nldi rhsee
chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 6 His father had never at any time displeased him by
asking, fAwWhy have you done thus and so0?0 He was
Absalom. 7 He conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest. And they followed Adonije
and helped him. 8 But Zadok the priest and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada and Nathan the prophet and Shime
Rei and Davié& mighty men were not witAdonijah.

9 Adonijah sacrificed sheep, oxen, and fattened cattle by the S®reorie, which is beside #agel, and
he invited all his brothers, the ki@gsons, and all the royal officials of Judah, 10 but he did not invite Nathan
the prophet or Baiah or the mighty men or Solomon his brother.

11 Then Nathan said to Bathsheba the mother of
Haggith has become king and David our lord does not know it? 12 Now therefore come, let me give you advi
that you may save your own life and the life of your son Solomon. 13 Go in at once to King David, and say to
him, @id you not, my lord the king, swear to your servant, saysagpmon your son shall reign after me, and
he shall sit on my throne? Why thismAdonijah king®14 Then while you are still speaking with the king, |
also will come in after you and confirm your wor

15 So Bathsheba went to the king in his chamber (now the king was very old, and Abishag the Shunammi
was attendingtothekipng. 16 Bat hsheba bowed and paid homage
desire?0 17 She said to him, AMy | ord, &aomonyomor e
son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my théd@eAndnow, behold, Adonijah is king, although you, my
lord the king, do not know it. 19 He has sacrificed oxen, fattened cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has in
all the sons of the king, Abiathar the priest, and Joab the commander of the army, beinSauanservant he
has not invited. 20 And now, my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, to tell them who shall sit on th:
throne of my lord the king after him. 21 Otherwise it will come to pass, when my lord the king sleeps with his
fathers,hat | and my son Sol omon wil/| be counted offe

22 While she was still speaking with the king,
is Nathan the prophet. o And when he c ansdacdatmthebef o



ground. 24 And Nat han s ai dédoniau ghallrexgn afterimb, and ke shatysit h
on my thron& 25 For he has gone down this day and has sacrificed oxen, fattened cattle, and sheep in
abundance, and has invitdtithe kings sons, the commanders of the army, and Abiathar the priest. And
behold, they are eating and drinking before him, and sagiiogg live King Adonijah626 But me, your

servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, andwyanir Selomon he has not invited. 27
Has this thing been brought about by my lord the king and you have not told your servants who should sit on
throne of my I ord the king after him?0

28 Then King David answer ed, tb@akings prBsaricchanchstodda t o
before the king. 29 And the king swor e, saying,
adversity, 30 as | swore to you by the Lord, the God of Israel, safialpmon your son shall reign after me,
and e shall sit on my throne in my plaée,v en s o wi | | |l do this day. o 31
to the ground and paid homage to the king and sa

32 King David said, fCalhe tpor ompeh eZta,d oskn d hBe mpaii aehs
they came before the king. 33 And the king said -
Solomon my son ride on my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon. 34 And let Zadok the priestlzard Nat
the prophet there anoint him king over Israel. Then blow the trumpet ardl@ag,live King Solomom35
You shall then come up after him, and he shall come and sit on my throne, for he shall be king in my place. A

| have appointed himto berulerv er | sr ael and over Judah. o 36 And
king, AAmen! May the Lord, the God of my Il ord th
king, even so may he be with Solomon, and make his throne greater thahtheone of my | or d

38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and tt
Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on King @awvidile and brought him to Gihon. 39 There Zadok
the priest tok the horn of oil from the tent and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and all the
people said, ALong |live King Solomon! o6 40 And al
rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth was split ®jrthoise.

41 Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished feasting. And when Joab hearc
the sound of the trumpet, he said, AWhat does th
behold, Jonathan the son ofiAlmt har t he priest came. And Adonij ah
and bring good news. 0 43 Jonathan answered Adoni
44 and the king has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the propti&enaiah the son of Jehoiada, and
the Cherethites and the Pelethites. And they had him ride on th# kinte. 45 And Zadok the priest and
Nathan the prophet have anointed him king at Gihon, and they have gone up from there rejoicing, so that the
city is in an uproar. This is the noise that you have heard. 46 Solomon sits on the royal throne. 47 Moreover,
king&s servants came to congratulate our lord King David, saglitey your God make the name of Solomon
more famous than yours, and make his targreater than your throd&nd the king bowed himself on the bed.

48 And the king also saidBlessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who has granted someone to sit on my thron
this day, my own eyes seeingiit.

49 Then all the guests of Adonijah treedband rose, and each went his own way. 50 And Adonijah feared
Sol omon. So he arose and went and took hold of t
Adonijah fears King Solomon, for behold, he has laid hold of the horns of thesalgarg,d_et King Solomon
swear to me first that he will not put his servant to death with the sword5 2 And Sol omon s a
show himself a worthy man, not one of his hairs shall fall to the earth, but if wickedness is found in him, he
shalldi e. 6 53 So King Sol omon sent, and they brough
to King Solomon, and Solomon said to him, AGo to

Introduction/Review:

David had sinned when he counted the people. God sent a @aguf)000 people died. When David
built an altar and sacrificed oxen, God sent fire to burn the sacrifice. The place was Mount Moriah, where
Abrahamprobablyoffered Isaa¢ where the temple would be built and sacrifice made, and the city where



the Lamb of GodJesus would be sacrificed.
Story:

vDavid was getting older than his actual years. What do | mean by that? All those years he had spent hidi
in cavesandfighting on the battlefield had made David old before his fifi€©558.c. minus 986s.c. = 69
yeas old.] Now he was cold all of the time and basically stayed in bed.

Adoni jahdéds coronati on

David® oldest living son was Adonijah. [10B%. minus 9868.c. = 39 years old.] Thresonshad already
died: Amnon, slain by Absalom; Absalom, slain by JoalmiBlaAbigails sonyswho either was incapable

to rule or who had died of some othercausee r haps Adonijah thought, AM
hardly rule a kingdom from his bed. Obviousfnithe oldest child. Certainly, | am to be the next king.
Someone needstorulewh e Dad i s unable to rul e. I owi || be

Now, David had never fddispleasedo his son Adoni
asking, AWhy do you behave as you-bothe?Absalm badi j a h
beenvsSomeimes people follow leaders just because they are charming, even if the leaders have poor
character or make poor choices.

Well, among those who followed Adonijah were some pretty impressive people: there was Jodab, David
army chief; Abiathar, the chiefiast; all the men of Judah; and all Dagidons, except one. Adonijah also
had a very impressive way of announcing his kingdtepgot horses and chariots to drive in front of him

and fifty men to run ahead of him. It was likenagnificentparade. What a sigfhit sounds just like

Absalon®s previouscelebration2 Sanuel 15:1).Since the high priest was witkdonijah he sacrificed

sheep, cattle, and fat calves in a valley not far from Jerusalem. Adonijah and the people ate a great feast
made the most of thimomentousccasion.

But thee were some people whom Adonijah dutinvite to the celebration: Zadok, the other priest;
Benaiah, the man in charge of Da@ithodyguards; Dav@ mighty men; Nathan, the prophet; and Solomon,
David® son by Bathshebaywho was about 17 years old at this time [18@3 minus 9868.c. = 17 years]
Actually, the most important missingrngen was his own father, David.

When Solomon had been born, God had told David through Nathan what to name théesigbald

il ov ek dfortduellq(28).sByahms name and by other scripture passages in 1 Kings, we see
that God had chosen Solomon, not Adonijah, to be the nextMimgonder if Adonijah knew this, and

thai® why he didd invite Solomon to hiself-appointedcororation (crowning).

Nat hanodés i dea

David didrd know about Adonijads festivitiesandhis claiming the crown. Remember, he was in bed.
However, Nathan the prophdid learnaboutthis eventHewentto Bathsheba, Solom&mother, and

as ked, ayoHhead that Adonijah has made himself king, and David dadsrow about it? Now, let
me tell you what to do so that you save your life and Sol@rlda: go in to see the king and ask him,
@idna you promise me that Solomon would be the next king? Why, ihéwlonijah reigning8While you
aretalking# | come in and say the same thing. o

So Bathshebwentt o t he ki ng and bowed to him. David ask

AMy | ord, 0 an diyoeproenided Bia by the ltorel poar,God that my son weeilgh after you

and sit on your thron&éNow, Adonijah is reigning as kingnd you dodt know it. Adonijah has sacrificed

many sheep, oxen, and fat cattle and has inJibeth) Abiathar, andll the kings sonsHowever, he has not
invited Solomon. All $rael looks to you, O King, to tell them who will sit on the throne. Otherwise, after
you di e, I and my son Sol omon wil| be thought o

While she was speaking, in came Nathan the prophet. After bowing to the ground, Nathan repeated



Bathsheb&s t or y, addi ng, 0 T0hodsayeehe kind\donimahlde shouti ng,
Davi doés decree

AiBat hsheba, 06 said David. AAs surely as God |ive
son, shal/l be king after me and sit on my thron

Bahsheba, bowing | ow, said, AMay my |l ord King D:

David called Natharzadokthe priestand Benaialis chief body guardt o h i m. APut Sol ol
| ride. Take him down to Gihon (a spring of water in the valley supplying wadertsalem). There,

Zadok, you and Nathan anoint him king over Israel. Blow a trumpet and ghang, live King Solomond
Then take him and have him physically sit on my

vBenai ah was excited. AAmen! o he said. AMay the
as He has been with you, and may his kingdom be even greater than the throne of my lord, Kirdg David

Sol omonédés coronati on

David& commands were obeyeds Solomon rode David mule, the people went to Gihatadok and

Nat han anointed Solomon; they sounded the trump
as they walked/{maybe jumped up and down) on their way back into Jerusalem, the pdtedowith

great happiness and with playing of flutes.

Those who followed Solomon were so Idhdtit seemed as if the ground shook. For sure, Adonijah and his
party, who were farther down in the valley, heard the noise of the celebration.

AWhat meantimeg of all t he nwhenhehearththettrimpetci t y? 0 as

While he spokeJonathan, Abiathahe priesis son came to report all that had happened to Solomon by
Davidd@ command, adding, AThe ki ng (raseve tbthe lordwhe Gadh i
of Israel, who has allowed me to see my son become the next king on my throri today.

Adoni jahdés predi cament

What do you suppose Adonijah and all his guests did wherh#erdthis news? Yes, they got out of
theréd fast. Wha about Adonijah? He was terrified since his brother had gotten the timatriee had
intended fohimself. He went to the altat the temple@nd took hold of the horns on it, thus asking that
Solomon not put him to death.

Someone told Solomon about Adj@h& plea for mercySolomonr e pl i ed, Al f Adoni j a
a man of good character, not even a hair of his

Then Solomon sent mevho brought Adonijah down from the altar. Adonijah bowetbbe Solomon, and
Solomonsaid A Go on home. 6 That was mercy!

Even when Solomonwasaba®od had chosen him to be king. Th
foundation of the world, 0o He chose t bsamsled4).@@ho wo
you know Christ as your Savior? If not, repent of your sin and turn to Him.

iThe site on which Herodds Temple stood during t
known in the Old Testament a&8lount Moriald which was one of the Hd in fiThe land of Moriab where

Abraham, the first Hebrew, went to build an altar and offer up his son Isaac. It is also the hill in Jerusalem on
which Solomon built the Temple, on the spot once occupied by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. The
Jews themselves believe that the rock, which sticks out on the top of the Temple hill, is exactly the spot where
the altar of burnt offering in the Temple stood and the very site of the altar on which Abraham intended to offe
up hi FheSite-nMount Moriah (Herod's Temple ) (biblgstory.com).



https://www.bible-history.com/jewishtemple/jewish_templethe_site.htm

2 At the time the authguostedthislesson s he was ol der than 69 anad stil
Sixty-nine, realistically, is old. So, Teacher, feel frealterthis paragraph to suit your definition aif.

3No Scripture records this conversation, bi@hroricles 22:5i 10 suggest®avid chase Solomon before the

events of this lessofi Samon my son is young andexperienced, and the house that is to be built for

theLoRD must be exceedingly magnificent .I ~ wi | | therefore make prepar a
materials in great quantity before his death.8 But the word 6theLORDCc a me t o me.Youshally i n g
not build a house to my name, because you have shed so much blood before me on $igedentith. a son

shall be born to you who shall be a man of rest. | will give him rest from all his surrounding erf@nigis

name shall be Solomon, and | will give peace and quiet to Israel in hisl@dys.shall build a house for my
name. He shall be my son, and | wil/ be hics fath

Lessons from This Lesson:
I We see Jesus:

The processiogoing to Jerusalem with Solom@m i di ng o n ré&mndsiusld 3esus thé Kng
of the Jews, coming into Jerusalem, on a donkey while people waved palm branches.

As Solomon showed mercy to Adonijah, so Jesus is metoitdis own.
Activities:
1 Playdough donkey; throne; trumpet
1 Snack:Bugle€ produced by General Mills
1 Play toy flutes or trumpets
1

Review questions: (Gam8t udent s may bl ow in a flutelike i
guestion correctlyBe aure to have disinfeahtwipes available to wipe the instrument between
students.

1. Which son of David thought he should be king and set up his own coronation? [Adonijah.]
2. Name one of the men or groups who went to help crown Adonijah. [Joab, Abiathaetterpost
of the kingds sons, and all the royal offici
3. Name one of the men or groups whom Adonijahrditinvite to his coronation. [Zadok the priest,
Benaiah the head of Davi d&slombmaadd a g uragbt@gnen.] Nat
4. What was Nathanés plan about i nforming David
David first; then Nathan wouldome in andell.]
5. Whom had David promised would be the next ki
6. What did David saghoud be dondor Solomon?Tell two things.[(1) Have Solomon ride on
Davi dos @Mrave Badok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king over (8)ael;

bl ow the trumpet and s @)ph,avieL oSnog olmovne skeitn go nSo
7. What did Adonijah do when he |l earned of Sol o
altar.]
8. Solomon forgave Adonijah but said he would die if what happened®?ckedness wafound in
Adonijah]

Memory Verse[s]: | heartily recommenthe song ad visual aPsalm 139 NKJV (thywordcreations.com)

1 Psalm 139:10 Lord, You have searched me and knowa.2 You know my sitting down and my rising
up; You understand myhoughtafar off. 3 You comprehend my path and my lying dowmd are
acquainted with all my waysHorthere isnot a word on my tongu®&ut behold, OLord, You know it
altogether5 You havehedgednebehind and beforénd laid Your hand upon me.

6 Suchknowledges too wonderful for melt is high, | cannoattainit.

7 Where can | go from Your Spiri@r where can | flee from Your presen@I? | ascend into heaven,


https://www.thywordcreations.com/store/p7/psalm139.html

You arethere;If | make my bed irhell, behold, Yoware there9 If | take the wings of the moimy,

And dwell in the uttermost parts of the s&8,Even there Your hand shall lead mad Your right hand
shallholdmelll f | say, ASur &byl t Bvwentoeaightshal besighsaboatimie;
12 Indeedthe darknesshall not hiddrom You, But the night shines as the dayie darkness and the
light areboth aliketo You.

13 For You formed my inward part¥pu covered me in my mothé& womb.14 | will praise You, forl
am fearfullyandwonderfully madeMarvelous are Your work#nd thatmy soul knows very well.

15 My frame was not hidden from Yowhen | was made in secréind skillfully wrought in the lowest
parts of the eartll6 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unforrdad.in Your book they all were
written, The daysdishioned for mé/Vhenas yet there weneone of them.

17 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O Gtull great is the sum of therh8 If | should
count them, they would be more in number than the 3&hen | awake, | am still with You.. .

23 Seach me, O God, and know my heality me, and know my anxietie24 And see ifthere is
anywicked way in meAnd lead me in the way everlasting.

Handwork:

1 Make a flute out of a paper towel roll. See instructiortdahemade Instruments for Kidslute
(Jdaniel4smom.com)



http://jdaniel4smom.com/2014/12/homemade-instruments-for-kids-flute.html
http://jdaniel4smom.com/2014/12/homemade-instruments-for-kids-flute.html

horns of the altar
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