14.14a Ninth Judge, Jephthah Made Captain (Judges 10:611:11)

v iCheclo it out; opinion, inference, supposed conve
[. . .] indicates a remark to the teacher that usually should not be read. It also indicates anguestions.

Visuals and Tools
1 Pictures and other visuals found at the end of this lesson. Please give credit to the sources of pictures
T Check MAActivities 0 elavfoadditidralmaterials. Kk 6 f ound b

Bible Time Tips and Terms to Teach:Vocabulary words are enlarged for flashcards at the end of this lesson.
Print, cut out, and glue to card stock, or just print on colorful cardstock.

1 cornerstonefin biblical times, a corrmstone wasised as the foundation and standard upon which a
building was constructed. Once in place, the rest of the building would conform to the angles and size
the cornerstone. In addition, if removed, the entire structure could collapse. In theniBiskianic
prophecies spoke of the Messiah as the Corneitatips://www.compellingtruth.org/Jes@hrist
cornerstone.html).

Scripture: (ESV)

Judges 1@ The people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and served the Baals and
the Ashtaroth, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites, and the gc
of the Philistines. And they forsook the Lord and did not serve him. 7 So the anger of the Lord was kindled
against Israel, and he sold them itite hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the Ammonites, 8 and they
crushed and oppressed the people of Israel that year. For eighteen years they oppressed all the people of Isr
who were beyond the Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which3dead. 9 And the Ammonites crossed the
Jordan to fight also against Judah and against Benjamin and against the house of Ephraim, so that Israel wa
severely distressed.

10 And the people of I srael <c¢cried o,bdcauseavehhavee L O
forsaken our God and have served the Baals.o0o 11
from the Egyptians and from the Amorites, from the Ammonites and from the Philistines? 12 The Sidonians
also, and the Amalekiseand the Maonites oppressed you, and you cried out to me, and | saved you out of thei
hand. 13 Yet you have forsaken me and served other gods; therefore | will save you no more. 14 Go and cry
to the gods whom you have chosen; let them save youtnthene of your di stress. 0
said to the Lord, AWe have sinned; do to us what
they put away the foreign gods from among them and served the Lord, and he became ioveatieatmisery
of Israel.

17 Then the Ammonites were called to arms, and they encamped in Gilead. And the people of Israel came
together, and they encamped at Mi zpah. 18 And t h
the manwhowil begin to fight against the Ammonites? He

11:1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior, but he was the son of a prostitute. Gilead was the
father of Jephthah. 2 Asd Gndewtésn WwWisewalf®dsbso:
Jephthah out and said to him, AYou shall not hav.
another woman. o0 3 Then Jephthah fl ed fr osfelldngs br
collected around Jephthah and went out with him.

4 After a time the Ammonites made war against Israel. 5 And when the Ammonites made war against Isra
the elders of Gilead went to bring Jephthah from the land of Tob. 6 And they said tolgphthi@ Co me a n «

our | eader, that we may fight against the Ammoni
hate me and drive me out of my fatherds house? W
And the eldersofGileasai d t o Jephthah, AThat i s why we have
and fight against the Ammonites and be our head



~

el ders of Gilead, Al f you é&AMMonges, sare thé lant giveatigem iover ta o
me , [ wi || be your head. o 10 And the el ders of G
we do not do as you say. o0 11 So Jepht hah eaxdamdt wi |
leader over them. And Jephthah spoke all his words before the Lord at Mizpah.

Introduction/Review:

Althoughtwo judgegudged Israel for a total of fortfjve years protecting from their enemies,
administering justice, and preserving them intthe religion* theyhad very little said about them in the

Book of Judges. Who were they? [Tola and Jair.] When theytdiede s ame ol 6, same o
What was thatcycle®Nor shi pi ng ot her gods; Godods &8&nslemdi e
judge; peace.]

Story:
Many gods

Israel, like us all, tended often to disobey God and turn from Him. After Tola and Jailscaedipot only
turned to buservedgods cakdBaal and Ashtaroth. (By the wayp ave trulyserveour true God?) Bt two
extragods were not enoudbr Israel they served gods of SyriAam northof Israel)[locate alltheplaces
mentioned in this lessan Maps 38 and 45Zidon Sidon northin Phoenicig, Moab (southeast), Ammon
(east), and Philistia (southwesA) least seven gods and perhaps more! Obviously, as the Scripture says,
AiThey forsook the Lord and did not serve him.o

A Bible commentator, Matthew Henry, hasséidf hos e ser vi ng nGoeydanadthedvordda mm
will often end up serving Mammon onlybhese people may have started worshiping both God and gods,
but they ended up serving gods.

Much distress

What will God do to these rebellious people of His? [Cause an enemy to come agamfirth
punishment.] Sure enougthe Philistines and the Ammitescame up against Israel. Fagleteen years
they botheredhe peoplen Gilead and Judah and Benjamin and Ephraim.

Israel was extremely distress&®kcognizing theirsit, hey c¢cri ed to the Lord: A
the Lord and in servingBal i m. 0

The Lor d s albdelideeydy from tha pdaple whose gods you are sedvihg Philistines,

Zidonians, Ammonite3 plus, Bve delivered you from the Egyptians, the Amalekites, the Amorites, and the
Maonites. 0 Seven natiivomnskcrTlhe bLotd dMent amued, de
Me and served other gods. | am not going to deliver you. Go cry to the gods you have chosen; let them
deliver you from your troubl e. 0

Yet Israelcontinued taccry, fiWe have sinned.udDo whtatplymas evadeal i
they meant business with God. In fact, tkapwed their earnestnessdwting rid of thar idols, andthey
served the Lord. Then the Lord showed compassion.

No deliverer

When he Ammonites brought their armsiand camped together in Giledstael, trusting God now, got
together an army and camped at Mizplakbdte on Map 45 But the Israelite armigadno captain. They
said, Alf we can find a captain, he wil!/l be a r

Now lets shift gears. Someewrs before iGilead,where the Ammonites camped, the man Gilead had

some sons by his wifend another son named Jephthah by an immoral woman. When all these boys grew
up, the wifé sons kicked Jephthah out of the howse of thefamily, andout ofthe areaJephthah moved

to live on his own in the land of Tolbfate on Map 4b

WhenJephthah left Gilegdhg like Abimelech, drew worthless men to himself and became their leader. We



are not told what they did, Itr.oThosdweopmharehthe bambdaesa me
that described the gre@ideoriJerubbaal

A courageous leader

Jephthah sounds like a courageous leaded o e Coubageous &&devGi | ead t hought ,
leader. Do we need a courageous leader right nowPddes it have to be Jephthah? Yikes! We kicked
him out. Oh, s so humiliating to have to ask him to be our leader. But we need a leader, aadjbeds
one. o0

Sotheyhumblyc ame t o Jepht hah and as ke daybuihate mead kiokene 0 me
out? Why are you comingtomewhen§owe i n troubl e?0 Jephthah aske:

The men of Gil ead ans wer & whyweimeédywy. Wevage canrting to ask yot to o
be captain over us so that we can go against the Ammonites. Thenayou be r ul er over .

AiYou mean, 0 said Jephthah, fAthat i f you bring n
my hand, thatd | be your head rul er?o0

Themero f Gi | ead ans wehebkoddwitngsk between Usyfweddra y ot as you s

So Jephthah went with the elders, and the people made him head and captain over them.

We can see that JephthahwasaGaglar i ng man, for we read, fAJepht
Lord at Mizpah. 0 Mat t lsaysthishneans Jgphthah wvent taGot ih mrayer ant o |
devotion, saying, AThe people have made me head

Will God go with him?

*https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/gdlgositionof-the-bible/judgesl0-3.html

Lessons from this lesson
I We see Jesus:

J e p ht h a Nowafshkteedlessifig of God, | come home a conqueror, tell me pktialy 1 be
yourhead? f | deliver you, under God, shal/l |l , unc
those who desire salvation by Christ. "If he save you, will you be willing that he shall rule you? for on
no other terms will he save you. If he makeiyhappy, shall he make you holy? If he be your helper,
shall h e b (bttpsy//eww.biblasaudytbisccdm/commentaries/mattiemry
complete/judgesALhtmi).

Jephthah was rejected by his brothers. Jesus, too, was rejected by the religious leaders of His day.
Scripture compares Jesus to a rejected stone that becomes the cornerstone, a very impo(esdlsione
118:22; Matthew 21:42)

1 What would you d or say when someone rejects you? Have you rejected others? Are you prepared to
humbled before them if God so chooses.

Activities:
1 Play dough: sword

1 Snack:An Israelifood (originally from Egypt) is falafelThis site gives a recipe that takes 30 nesuo
preparehttps://www.delish.com/cooking/recipdeas/recipes/a54231/easgmemaddalafelrecipel
Although the recipe states the falafel shdutdserved with pita breadtc, etc, perhaps just the falafel
itself with ranch dressing would work for kids.

1 SingfJephthah, Jephthaby Mary Shacklefordo the tunefiLondon Bridged


https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/gills-exposition-of-the-bible/judges-10-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/judges/11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/judges/11.html
https://www.delish.com/cooking/recipe-ideas/recipes/a54231/easy-homemade-falafel-recipe/

Jephthah, Jephthah go awgg,away, go away.
Jephthah, Jephthayo awaywe don't want you.

Israel, Israel turned from Gotlirned from God, turned from God.
Israel, Israel turned from Gdd serve idols.

Jephthah, Jephthah please come balelase come back, please come back.
Jephthah, Jephthah please come baekneedyou.

Jephthah fought the Ammonitésnmonites, Ammonites.
Jephthah fought the Ammonitesgved his people.

1 Review questions: (GamPrint on cardstock the sheet of footprints found below. Cut apart. For each
correct answer, a student places a foatpn a pocket chart.)

1.

5.
6.
7.

8.
9.

Name one of the five countries and cities whose false gods Israel worshiped. [Syria, Sidon, Moab,
Ammon, and Philist.]

2. What two people groups did God send to afflict Israel? [Philistines; Ammonites.]
3.
4. When the people cried out to God, to whom did He sayghewldgo for relief? [To the gods they

How long did the Philistines d’Ammonites afflict Israel? [Eighteen years.]

had been serving.]

What did Gileadds sons do to Jephthah when t
land.]

Jepht hah was a fAmighty warrior. o Which other
[Gideon/Jerubbaal.]

What people ended up warring against Israel, the Philistines, or the Ammonites? [Ammonites.]
Who did the Gileadites choose to be theiptain? [Jephthah.]

What was the promise to Jephthah if he brought victory to Israel? [He would become their ruler.]

Memory Verse[s} (ESV)

1 1 Peter 2:8 [C]ome to him[Jesus] a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and
precious

Handwork:

1 Print the page fand below thahas the wordRejectecandMade CaptainPrint, cut out andgluea
shoe (for kicked out) und@&ejectedPrint, cut out andglue theswordfound belowmunderMade
Captain.
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LIMITS OF ISRAELITE SETTLEMENT AND THE
LAND YET TO BE CONQUERED

JOSH. 13:1-7; 15:63; 16:10; 17:11-18
JUDG. 1:1-3:6

City
City (uncertain location)
City specified by Judges 1 as not taken by Israel
4 Mountain peak
[ Limit of Israelite control
- Areas yet to be conquered

s
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near Aaloet

Amurites pressure tribe
of Dant
{fudg. 1:34-30)
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Beth-arbel

T

Being forsaken by his Eq.?f:ﬁ because
he is an illegitimate son of a %Su:.a:n?
Jephthah had fled and taken &u residence in

~ |the land of Tob. __ |

As soon as the Ammonites s\m,ﬂm at war with
Israel, the elders of Gilead went to bring
Jephthah from the land of Tob. and asked
him to be their commander w@.gna they can
|fight the Ammonites. Jephthah although
with hesitation finally agreed m:& Jephthah
ent with the elders of Gilead, ,_z.:a the army
ade him their leader and 855.w.:nm.ﬁ

Judges 11:1-11)

~

https://sites.google.com/site/biblereader77/ /rsrc/1345539857364/uitigephthah.JPG

~,

When Jephthah returned to his house in ;
Mizpah, it was his daughter who came out to /
- ||meet him, with tambourine-playing and

dancing. Jephthah did to her as he had

vowed: to offer her up as a burnt offering.
(Judges 11:31-39)

LEGEND:
-==-# Possible route of Jephthah's attack
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Ll Jephthah's victory | o
| over the Ammonites |

-

JUDG. 10:6-12:7

¢ City
©  City (uncertain location)
- Ammonite raids of Gilead tribes
<€ |ephthah's war against Ammon
. G <€ ~~+ Jephthah returns from Tob
R R SN s Men Of Ephrairh clash with Jephthah
[ ] Ammonite territory
x Battle at Zaphon
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