13.05 Achan (Joshua 711 26)

viChecb it out; opinion, inference, supposed conver
[. . .] indicates a remark to the teacher that should not be read aloud. It also indicates answers to questions.

Visuals and Tools

1 A J o s hu ea&ards bygABéka Book, Pensacola, FL, 1985, and/or pictures and other visuals found
at the end of this lesson. Please give credit to the sources of pictures.

T Check ANActivitieso and A Hamddednateials. f ound bel ow

Bible Time Tips and Terms to Teach(Tips and terms are enlarged for flashcards at the end of this lesson.
Print, cut out, and glue to card stock, or just print on colorful cardstock.

1 toconsecrateto set oneself apart for God; to purify oneself for GdugTvord is likesanctify)
1 spoil: the things soldiers took for themselves after winning a battle
1 to devote to destructiomotally destroying what God said to destroy

Scripture: (ESV)

Joshua/:1 But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the @eMtitings, for Achan the son of Carmi,
son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the angeorib the L
burned against the people of Israel.

2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near-Be¢im, eastoBet hel , and sai d t
spy out the |l and. o And the men went up and spied
not have all the people go up, but let about two or three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not make the
whol e people toil wup there, for they are few.o0 4

they fled before the men of Ai, 5 and the men of Ai killed about Hsistyof their men and chased them before
the gate as far as Shebarim andck them at the descent. And the hearts of the people melted and became as
water.

6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the alkastuatil the evening,
he and the elders of Israel. And they put dust on theirhdadsAnd Jos hua s aob,avhyhdvéd | a s
you brought this people over the Jordan at all, to give us into the hands of the Amorites, to destroy us? Woulc
that we had been content to dwell beyond the Jordanl 8D, what can | say, when Israel hasted their
backs before their enemies! 9 For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it and will
surround us and cut off our name from the earth.

10 TheLorbs ai d t o J o s h bawe youifaem bn youpface?Wh Igrael has sinned; they have
transgressed my covenant that | commanded them; they have taken some of the devoted things; they have s
and lied and put them among their own belongings. 12 Therefore the people ofdsrextistand before their
enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, because they have become devoted for destruction. | w
be with you no more, unless you destroy the devoted things from among you. 13 Get up! Consecrate the peo
and s asgcrate §oQreetves for tomorrow; for thus sayd theb, God of IsraelThere are devoted things
in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the devoted things from
among youl4 In the morning therefore you shall bedght near by your tribes. And the tribe that ltio&D
takes by lot shall come near by clans. And the clan thatdRe takes shall come near by households. And the
household that thieoRD takes shall come near man by man. 15 And he who is taken witlewbe&d things
shall be burned with fire, he and all that he has, because he has transgressed the covehamo)faine
because he has done an outrageous thing in |Israe

16 So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel near tribe bgridlibe tribe of Judah was
taken. 17 And he brought near the clans of Judah, and the clan of the Zerahites was taken. And he brought n
the clan of the Zerahites man by man, and Zabdi was taken. 18 And he brought near his household man by n



and Acharthe son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19 Then Joshua saic
Achan, @AMy s onl.orRmGodcfIsrgel andrgive prase td hire And tell me now what you have
done; do not hide inswemend mkodh2®, AMTr AlookosGodofha v e
Israel, and this is what | did: 21 when | saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels o
silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, then | coveted them and took thieesed they are hidden in

the earth inside my tent, with the silver undern

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was hidden in his tent with the sil
underneath. 23 And they took them out of the tent and brougimt tthh Joshua and to all the people of Israel.
And they laid them down before th®rD. 24 And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan the son of Zerah,
and the silver and the cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons and daughters and his oxen anandiostkegs
and his tent and all that he had. And they broug
you bring trouble on us? TherDb r i ngs troubl e on you today. o6 And
burned them with fire anskoned them with stones. 26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones that
remains to this day. Then therb turned from his burning anger. Therefore, to this day the name of that place
is called the Valley of Achor.

Introduction/Review:

Who was e new leader of Israel? [Joshua.] How did God show the Israelites that He would be with Josht
as He had been with Moses? [By crossing the Jordan River miraculously.]

What was the closest city to the Jordan? [Jericho.] Describe Jericho. [High wakt 80die two sets of
walls.] How did God defeat the city of Jericho? [The army and priests witldhams and the ark of the
covenant went around once a day for six days, seven times the seventh day; people shouted, walls fell
down.] Whch peopleof Jeichowere saved from this destruction? [Rahab and her family who were in her
house.] How was Rahébhouse identified? [By the scarlet cord hanging from her window.]

What did God prohibit (say could not be dond¥?delitescould not take anything for éimselves.] What
could be taken, and for whom? [Silver, gold, brorazed ironcould be put into Gad treasury.]

Story:
Battle at Al

God had really shown Himself great in destroying Jericho, thevidléd city. [Speak with thbravadoof a
soldier.] Nowthe people were ready to go after the other cities of the land. Israel would defeat every one o
them!

The next city in line to be conquered was Al, just a little aligut three or four miles from Jerict®pies
who had gone ahead to search it out sagges d ,G makp all the people wear themselves out on this little
city. We can wipe out this place with only abou

Defeat at Ai

Joshua heeded this advice and set out to conquer Ai. But some#mtigrribly wrong! Instead of
conqueing, the Israelites found themselves running away from the soldiers of Ai! Songerdidfast
enough and were sla@nabout thirtysix of them! What was happening?!

AWhat i s happening?0 thought Joshua. kead Heicanee d
close to the tabernacle and threw himself on the ground with his face in the dirt. All day he stayed in that
position. When evening came and he finally spok
this people over the Jordanadl, to give us into the hands of the Amorites, to destroy us? We should have
been content to live on the other side of the Jordan! O Lord, what can | say, when Israel has turned their
backs before their enemies! For the Canaanites and all the inhabftdredand will hear of it and will
surround us and cut off our name from the earth

Sin in the camp



[ Say with somed dGod ucsa MMnaymidBeadv.eupou f al l en on yc
withmorekidnes s . ] il sthegleale takem soms of thendewvdted thimgslthey have stolen
and |ied and put them among their own belonging

What had happened, students? [Somebody had taken things they @iwadrtaken from Jericho.]

God continuedi Ther ef ore the people of I srael cannot s
before their enemies because thdlyemselvehave become devoted for destructipntaking things
devoted to destruction will be with you no more, unlessyoudesty t he devoted thing

What did God say would not happen? [The Israelites would no longer be able to defeat their enemies.]
Was there no remedy for this situation? No forgiveness? No second chance? Yes, taaenvealy
Tribe of Judah

God said to Joshua,Consemate yaungelvesTor torhorrdwhfer thys saysthe éqrd,
God of IsraelThere are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies until
you take away the devoted things from aggou.In the morning therefore you shakk brought near by

your tribesand we will find out who has done this outrageous thing in Israel. When we find him who has
taken the devoted things, he shall be burned with fire, he and all that he has, bebasseamsgressed the
covenant of the Lord and because he has done an

This was serious businessb Israel prepared themselves that night and gathered in the morning. The way
they were to determine who had sinned was to dotsvwwPerhaps they used little stones instead of paper,

as we do, with names written on them. The Bible stategithah e | ot i s cast i nto t
disposing thereof isofthedrb0 ( Prover bs 16: 33) .

First, they had to learn from which tritlee man came. God knew who the man was, and he knew he was
from the tribe of JudaWWhen t he | ots were cast, Judahods name

Families under consideration

But the whole tribe of Judah had not sinned; only one man had. They had to narrow doogsithiéties.
So they cast the lots containing the names of the &léarsily groups within the tribe of Judahinto the
container. The lot selected was the clan of Zerah.

Still too many people. AThrow i n t hGCkay.Nawrdeas the f t
lot. &Zabdi'®
AWe e narrowing it down now. How many sons does

il G@oknow. O

Man of guilt
Awell , find out. [ Pause] Nostonegmtd thedap e/doshina. Dod me o n
look! Draw outalot. Whas name i s on it?09

AAchan. o

AAchan? Come here, Achan, o0 said Joshua. AMy son
him. And tell me now what you have done; do not

Achan answered Joshua, ndrdQGod of IsrdelThisaswhat IslidWhereldawa g a
among the spoil a beautifobatfrom Babylon, 200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels,
| coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silverairsdérh . 0

Just a minute. Did Achan take silver and gold? To whom did the metals of Jericho belong? To God. Achan
had stolen from God Himself the things that were to be dedicated tav@odvonder Israel had become



devoted for destruction.

So Joshua sent mengersvhoran toA ¢ h aten® Sure enough! There was the garment and the gold
hidden in his tent with the silver underneath. They took them out of the tent, brought them to Joshua and 1
all the people of Israel, and laid them down before the Lord.

Punishment in Achor

What had God said to do with this man? [Slay him and burn him and all he had with fire.] That is what
Joshua and all Israel did. They took Achan, the silver, the garment, the bar of gold, hi% fasdpimals,
his tent, and all that Head. All of these they brougbtitside the camfo the Valley of Achor, which means
Atroubl e. 0O

Joshua condemned Achan by as ki Thenheanmndhcgd dfi Tdh ey oLuo
bringing trouble on you today. o0

As God had commandedl| Israel stonedchanwith stones. They burned all that he haised over him a
great heap of stoneand named the place AciBofi T r o.ainlly #nen did the Lord turn from his burning
anger.

* Ac h an 6 gmightdane lnoymnd per haps hel ped with this diso
the sin was great enoughn G o dt6 warrantythe sleath sentendesol | o f hoAseholdGod said this
manit ransgressed t he conwenuwmtnrta gd o u sh(ledr hhooarigcussian oidtheda €
fate of Achanoés stpa/swwabibldstudyealsgdnt/cemmentaries/gdépositionof-the
bible/joshua7-24.html)

Lessons from this lesson
1 We see Jesus:

AiThey brought him oubf the camp, in token of their putting far from them that wicked pedson,

Co.5:13 When our Lord Jesus was made a curse for us, that by his trouble we might have peace, he
suffered as an accursed thing without the gate, bearing our repizci3:12 Heb.13:13H
(https:/www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/mattHesmrycomplete/joshua/7.html

1 The sin of only one person can affect many people. How did Aslsamaffect Israel? [Thirtgix men
lost their lives; thirtysix families lost a father; the people were diseged by defeat and wondered
about God care until He showed them where the problem was.]

1 Apply the four statements of Ach&fil saw; | coveted; | took; | hig) to the studenftemptation to steal.
Activities:
1 Play dough: garment, bar of gold, sily@eces, tent

' Snack:Sugaror gingebreadcookies made in the shape of tents. With a pizza cutter, /*
cut trapezoid shapes of the same size. Then lightly sckaneparallel to the back of \
the tent [ v

1 SingJericho songfom Lesson 13.04 Jericho

S ng ikNoficed(tane:fiJesus Loves Me by Kim Dailey, who pernis treating lyrics as public
domain found athttps://sundayschoolsources.com/lessons/OT/Judges/achan.htm

Achan took a wedge of gold,
Silver and a robe viee told

Buried them inside his tent
About his business then he went.


http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/5-13.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/5-13.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/13-12.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/13-13.html

Jehovah noticedlehovah notied Jehovah noticed
That Achan stol¢he gold.

When we steal or disobey,

Lie or fight or fail to pray,
Someone knows just what we do,
Where we are, and why, too.

Jehovah noticedlehovah noticedlehovah aticed
He sees all that we do.

Ma k e fl amnaméof eachtribe of Isra@eubenSimeon, Levi, Judah, DaNaphthalj Gad

Asher IssacharZebulon, Ephraim, Manassednd Benjamihon slips of pape(Readyto-cut mmes are
found below.)Place these narmén an envelope or other container. See how many times it takes student
to select the lot witdudahon it. Remind them that God caused this name and the other names to be
chosen with the very first sel e cdisposingtherdoflistokthel o
Lorb0O ( Provérbs 16: 33

Play the Achan Game (Board may be printedif page below).
Materials: 1 die; 1aken for each player

Instructions: Each player rolls the die in order to advance his/her token on the board. Fottbendire
|l anding on a rectangle with words. Pl ayers mu
until all have reached fAFinish.o6 (Copied)

(For older students) Using a calculatagufe how much money Achan took2014% market

200 sh&els ofsilver (each shekel was 10 pennyweight; a pennyweight is 0.0549 oz. avoirdupois)
200 shekels x 10 pennyweigh60Q 2000x 0.05490z.= 109.8 ozof silver

109.8 oz. x 80.750z. (value as of-25-2014) =$2278in the year2014

(If Holman Bible Dctionaryd s s h e k (0.403 ezgsi cgrredf this amount would be more than
guadrupled to aboutg®13+.)

50 shekels ofjold (each shekel was 10 pennyweight; a pennyweight is 0.0549 oz. avoirdupois)
50shekelsx 10 pennyweight = 500; 500k05490z.= 27.450z. of gold

27.45 0z. x $1300/0z. (valaes of7-25-2014) =$35,685n the year 2014

(If Holman Bible Dictionar§ s s hekel weight (0.403 o0z.) is <co
quadrupled to about $142,740.)

Review questions: (Gamé&lue pais of moveable eyes on small pieces of cardstocRrint on
cardstock and cut out the eyes found beléar each correct answer, a student places a pair of eyes in a
pocket chart. AThe eyes of the Lord are every

1. Against which little city did Israel fight afteronqueringlericho? [Ai.]

2. What was tk outcomeof the battle? [Israel ran away from Ai; thigyx Israelites died.]

3. What did Joshua do after the defeat at Ai? {dfe his clothedell to the earth on his face before the
ark of the Lord until the eveningnd asked why Israel had run from]A

What did God say to Joshua as he was on the grot@a@? (ip! Israel has sinn&fl.

Why had Israel become devoted to destruction themselves? [Because someone had stolen things
devoted for destructioh.

From what tribe was the thief? [Judah.]

What was tk name of the thief who broke covenant with God? [Achan.]

What had Achan stolen? [200 pieces of silver; 50 shekels of gold; a garment from Babylon.]
How did Achan an all his household die? [They were stoned to death and then burned.]
0.What kind of a memoai was raised in the Valley of Achor (Trouble)? ¢feat heap of stones.]

ok

RBOXONO



Memory Verse[s}
1 Proverbs 15:3: The eyes of the Lord are everywhere, keeping watch on the evil and the good.

1 OrJoshua 1:5,T®; 24:14, 15, 20, 226 (KJV), working one section attime throughout the books of
Joshua, Judges, and Ruth and wusing the song, fl
teachingthebibletokids.org.

Handwork:

1 Make avery easyorigami tent from a square piecetahpaper(See a short video for instri@ns at
https://scoutingmagazine.org/2018/12/seonatftsorigamttents/) Instead of gluing a photo inside the tent,
glue the Joshua 7:21 scripture found below.



to consecrate

spoll

t0 devote to
destruction



By Distant Shores M#ia/Sweet Publishing, CC BSA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18899134
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Reuben Simeon Levi
Judah Dan Naphthali
Gad Asher Issachar
Zebulon Ephraim Manasseh

Benjamin







When Achan stole
from God, he said,

When Achan stole
from God, he said,

When Achan stole
from God, he said,

0l saw, | coy o0l saw, | coy Ol saw, | coy
took, | hi took, | hi took, | hi
(Joshua 7:21). (Joshu a7:21). (Joshua 7:21).

When Achan stole When Achan stole When Achan stole

from God, he said, from God, he said, from God, he said,

o | saw, I coyv ol saw, I cov ol saw, I C 0\
t ook, I hi f took,I hi dé t ook, I h i
(Joshua 7:21). (Joshua 7:21). (Joshua 7:21).

When Achan stole When Achan stole When Achan stole

from God, he said, from God, he said, from God, he said,

o | saw, I cov 0l saw, I Glov ol saw, | C 0\
t ook, I hi t ook, I h i t ook, I hi

(Joshua 7:21).

(Joshua 7:21).

(Joshua 7:21).




The Achan Game



